The mission of the
WLCl is to conduct &
longterm science
based program to
assess and enhance
the quality and
guantity of aquatic

and terrestrial habi-
tats at a landscape
scale in southwest
Wyoming, based on
community partner-
ships and facilita-
tion of responsible
development.
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WLCI Update

Overview and Outlook

The Wyoming Landscape Conservation I&itlzcommittee determine how science can b
tive (WLCI) took its first steps toward achiewsggl to identify specific priority conservation
conservation results in 2007 with the ingaleas and issues for southwest Wyoming. Thi
mentation of six -treground projects ininformation will be used to plan and develop
southwest Wyoming. These efforts will cmmservation actions for funding in 2009 and
tinue and will become more strategic in 22080.

This inaugural issue of a newsletter fonrljlge ureau of Land Management (BLM) re-
Ygéilis?gﬁcfg?iitg‘ri F\)/\r/gﬂ:esrf mﬁ;geda%eeﬁ@g initial federal fun_ding of $402,000 in
multragency, sciedimsed initiative ' 2007 for otheground projects. Federal fund-

' : ing for fiscal year 2008 includes $1.25 million
The WLCI is developing for the BLM to do-on

partnerships with vari-
ous organizaticarsd is

promoting public in-
volvement and owner-
ship at the local level.
To that end, the WLCI
Executive Committee
expanded in October
2007 to include repre-
sentation from the
southwest Wyoming
county commissioners
and conservation dis-

theground project
work, $1.5 million for
the USGS to provide
scientific research and
support, and $1.5 mil-
lion for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service
(FWS) to protectrigk
species and fund work
on private land. The
WLCI plans to receive
federal funds annually
and will seek additional

tricts. These two groups Map showing the boundaries of the WLCI aresources of funding.
joined the Support Sub-

committee in January 2008 as well, Ongoing WLCI efforts include scientific assess

ment of wildlife resources and anticipated de-
The WLCI Coordination Team (CT) curremjopment impacts in southwest Wyoming,

is developing a strategic plan to guide theimvpliimentation of strategic actions to conserve
of the initiative and bring various elementisto-and wildlife, and monitoring conservation
gether. The CT is also working with particgettons to provide information for future work.

ing agencies to ensure projects selected fButilie conservation activities may include im-
year are ready for implementation. The Sqgieacimg habitats, acquiring conservation ease
and Technical Advisory Committee (STA@)erds, or working with landowners to protect

drafting a document that will help integhateitat while maintaining viable operations.
science with the-tveground conservatiorAdditionally, the WLCI encourages use of best
actions in the WLCI area. In late Marchheagement practices where development i

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will hol
workshop to help the CT, STAC and Sup dﬁQW LQXHG RQ 3DJH «



